CHAPTER  NINE

MARIA THERESA'S new administration had clearly shown
that when, in her opinion, reforms would benefit the
empire, she did not hesitate to sweep aside the institu-
tions of the past. The foreign policy she had been
contemplating since the Peace of Aix was far more
revolutionary than the reorganisation of the internal
administration of her country. Her belief never wavered
that her hated enemy, Frederick of Prussia, was now
Austria's most formidable enemy.

The development of her new foreign policy, her
Diplomatic Revolution, as it is called, was largely deter-
mined by her antagonism towards him and her bitter
regret at the loss of Silesia. In order to defeat Frederick,
she was increasingly convinced that the time had come
for Austria gradually to win the friendship of France, to
overcome the traditional enmity which had separated
the Habsburgs and Bourbons for centuries. United
they must crush Frederick of Prussia.

When Kaunitz returned from the Netherlands, he
was at once appointed as a member of her Conference
of Ministers and her Minister for Foreign Affairs. She
valued his judgment of domestic as well as foreign
affairs, and until her death he was her closest adviser
in the government, and her friend. Her dependence on
him increased with the years, but she was never in the
least dominated by him, as Arme of Russia, for instance,
was ruled by her minister, Biroa.

Kaunitz, one of the strangest characters w the